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REPRESENTATIVE- FIGURES : 1 



The present invention relates to a system and method for collecting and transmitting data 
concerning the viewing habits of a viewer. The present invention instantaneously records 
the data concerning the viewing habits of the viewer while he or she watches programming 
on a television or streaming media on a conventional personal computer (PC) monitor. 

[0001] Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0002] This is a regular non-provisional application which claims priority to provisional 
application Serial No. 60/206, 648, filed May 24, 2000. 
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ART-UNIT: 2611 

PRIMARY -EXAMINER: Kostak; Victor R. 



ABSTRACT : 

A tuner interface device and method for determining a currently tuned-to channel of a 
set-top converter box having an electronic tuner that is addressable over a bus within the 
set-top converter box. The tuner interface device includes an electrical connection to the 
electronic tuner and a controller. The controller monitors communications over the bus for 
a unique identifier of the tuner and for commands to change channels that follow the 
unique identifier. When the unique identifier is received and it is verified that the 
commands to the tuner are to change a channel, the controller generates information 
representative of the new tuned-to tuned channel for use by downstream components. The 
information representative of the tuned channel may be output as an ASCII value 
representative of the currently tuned-to channel. The tuner interface may be part of a 
viewership metering system when used in conjunction with a viewership collection meter to 
determine viewer habits. 

20 Claims, 5 Drawing figures 
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